
`November 5, 2019 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Redland called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 

were present.   

Chairman Redland asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson 

made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and 

all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 17th meeting as submitted.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Kelly Kappes, Custodian, addressed the board with regard to a letter received from the Norman County 

Developmental Activities Center concerning the wage per hour received by clients working in the community 

and the need for an increase beginning January 1, 2020.  Clients are currently receiving $6.00 per hour 

worked, and the federal requirement will change to $7.25 per hour beginning January 1, 2020.   

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adjust the rate of pay for the DAC contracted labor from $6.00 to 

$7.25 per hour beginning January 1, 2020.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Discussion was brought forward by Chairman Redland regarding the MCIT Voting Delegate.  Chairman 

Redland stated that he would not be able to attend the AMC Conference in December at which time the 

MCIT Annual Meeting is held.  At this time he was listed as the Alternate, and Commissioner Bommersbach is 

listed as the Delegate, at which time Commissioner Bommersbach stated he would not be able to attend.  

Commissioner Hall stated that she felt she would be able to attend at that time.  Commissioner Jacobson 

made a motion to change the MCIT Delegate from Steve Bommersbach to LeeAnn Hall.   Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of discussion was setting a meeting for the Salary Committee to meet with the Elected Officials 

with regard to salaries for 2020.  After some discussion, November 25th at 9:00 a.m. was decided upon, and 

A/T Hanson was asked to make up a schedule.   

At 9:27 a.m. Garry Johanson, Environmental Services Officer, addressed the board by reading the initial 

paragraph from the April 12, 2018, letter to then Chairman Bommersbach addressing revisions to the Flood 

Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for Norman County, Minnesota.   

At 9:30 a.m. Garry opened the hearing for the Flood Plain Ordinance Hearing.  Mr. Johanson read the existing 

section of the Flood Plain Ordinance numbered 2.3; and then read the recommended amendment to the 

Flood Plain Ordinance, section 2.3, as prepared by Ceil Strauss, DNR Flood Plain Manager.  Section 2.3 deals 

with Incorporation of Maps by Reference.  Comments were invited, there being no comments brought 

forward, the hearing was closed.   

Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the recommended amendment to Section 2.3 of the 

Norman County Flood Plain Ordinance.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Mr. Johanson also distributed information from Homeland Security and Emergency Management regarding 

November 4-8, 2019, as Minnesota Winter Hazard Awareness Week.   

A/T Hanson then brought forward a letter from the City of Hendrum requesting to purchase two tax-forfeited 

properties in the city, parcel 29-4426000, and parcel 29-4357000, for a total of $400.00 to control blight.  The 



City intends to raze the blighted structures and prepare the properties to be available for the development of 

housing.  The City of Hendrum also approved parcel 29-4369000 for sale by public auction.  After some 

discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR  11-05-2019-1, a resolution to authorize the 

sale of Parcel 29-4426000 to the City of Hendrum for a purchase price of $200.00 to correct blighted 

conditions.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were five yeas and no 

nays.  The resolution was adopted unanimously and is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

Commissioner Jacobson then made a motion to adopt CR 11-05-2019-2, a resolution to authorize the sale of 

Parcel 29-4357000 to the City of Hendrum for a purchase price of $200.00 to correct blighted conditions.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were five yeas and no nays.  The 

resolution was adopted unanimously and is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

At 9:45 a.m. Kari Aanenson, Deputy Registrar, approached the board with regard to using a portion of the 

MNLARS reimbursement funds for the new office furniture for her office.  After some discussion, 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve using a portion of the $25,220.31 received for the MNLARS 

debacle for the office furniture.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Redland called for a ten-minute break.   

At 10:00 a.m. Keith Berndt, Engineer, presented his agenda beginning with a construction update on CSAH 3 

in Shelly, noting the embankment is nearly complete, they are placing recycled material and class 5 base.  

They will be pulling out when this is complete and will be gravel for the winter.  No permanent seeding has 

been done yet, straw mulch has been put down.  An update on the CSAH 36 and 38 stated they were 

complete for the year.  The County has a small punch list of items and a bump correction that will need to be 

taken care of in the spring.   An update on levee raise at Hendrum involving CSAH 25 and CR 106 noted that 

the asphalt work was done on 3 of the 4 raises.  The 4th raise will remain gravel for the winter.   Next on the 

list of projects was CSAH 54 in the Industrial Park for surfacing, lighting and sewer.  The work is complete for 

the season, with asphalt to be done in the spring.   

Engineer Berndt also addressed the board with regard to CR 106 which was used as a haul road during the 

road raises in Hendrum and has met with MnDOT regarding the damage to the road.  MnDOT is aware of the 

preconstruction condition of the road but will participate with some of the repair to the road.  Engineer 

Berndt noted that he had a $60,000 quote for very short-term patch of the area with the worst damage and 

inquired of commissioners as to what their long-term plan is for the road, and discussed options for this 

rapidly deteriorating road.  He will put together some numbers on different options.     

Engineer Berndt then discussed a request received from the Mayor of Hendrum, asking the county to take 

over snow removal for their city.  Keith noted that if the county were to do this, they would need additional 

personnel and equipment to do an adequate job and avoid impacting the level of service on county 

highways.  After some discussion, the consensus of the board members was not to get into providing this 

service.   

Engineer Berndt then noted that he had driven to Mankato on November 4th to attend the annual meeting of 

the Minnesota Transportation Alliance, noting that 66 of 87 Minnesota Counties are members of the 

organization which celebrated 125 years as an organization in 2018.  Engineer Berndt felt that Norman 

County could possibly benefit from joining this organization as they are a very effective group at brining 

private business and government together to develop common legislative priorities.  After some discussion, 

Commissioner Hall made a motion for Norman County to join the MN Transportation Alliance.  Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   



The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was an Application for Maintenance Work on Drainage Ditch 22 

requesting cleaning and repair of Ditch 22 from the corner of CR 158 west to the Marsh River, along with 

fixing and repairing the culvert and trap on Section 18 that flows into Ditch 22 so that it does not back up on 

Section 18 to the South.  After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 

application for maintenance work on Ditch 22.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   

Engineer Berndt also informed the board that he would miss the next board meeting due to having shoulder 

surgery on the 21st.   

At 10:37 a.m.  John Rosenberger, Veterans Service Officer, approached the board regarding Contract 

01689447 expiring December 28, 2019, for Veeam Annual Basic Maintenance Renewal for Veeam Backup & 

Replication Standard for VMware, as well as Contract 343486477 expiring January 10, 2020, for the VMWare 

Subscription VSPHERE.  John noted he had a quote for 1-year renewals and a quote for 3-year renewals for 

both products and suggested the county go with the 3-year renewal as it is something we are not going to be 

able to go without for all the computers, and we could save a few dollars by renewing for 3-year cycles.  

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve moving ahead with the 3-year renewal for both 

contracts.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   John will contact Morris 

Electronics to go forward with the 3-year contracts.   

At 10:40 a.m. Mark Christianson, Norman County Soil & Water, addressed the board regarding the MPCA 

County Feedlot Program Delegation Agreement Work Plan for 2020-2021.  Mr. Christianson noted that 

currently there are 49 feedlots in Norman County and as the feedlot officer he is required to visit 7% of the 

feedlots each year.  Mark did note that he is not involved in feedlots of 1,000 or more head, they work 

directly with the MPCA.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the MPCA County Feedlot Program 

Delegation Agreement.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Mr. Christianson then brought before the board a grant agreement with the Minnesota Pollution Control 

Agency for the years 2020 and 2021.  Mark noted that this would hopefully be for $7,500 each year as it has 

been in the past.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the MPCA Grant Agreement.  

Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 10:55 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, entered the meeting and addressed the board with regard to an 

issue he was contacted by a township officer about in early summer, that being an unlicensed junk yard in 

Wild Rice Township.  Mr. Brue noted that Garry Johanson, Environmental Service Officer, has been working 

with the individual, and hopefully this issue will be alleviated.   

At 11:00 a.m. Chairman Redland asked if all commissioners had been able to review the bills.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve bills as presented:   

Revenue -- $59,074.47  Road & Bridge -- $120,509.47  County Building - $171.42 

Human Services -- $176.00 Public Health -- $5,079.94  Solid Waste -- $283.41 

County Homes -- $320.00 TOTAL -- $185,614.71 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

 At 11:05 a.m. Commissioner Gunderson left the meeting.   

At 11:06 a.m. Galen Cariveau, Human Resources, entered the meeting.   



At 11:07 a.m. Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to close the session for the purpose of Garry 

Johanson employee evaluation M.S. 13D.05 subd.3(a).  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Session was closed at 11:10 a.m.  Members present were Galen Cariveau, Garry Johanson, Commissioners 

Hall, Jacobson, Redland and Bommersbach and A/T Hanson.   

At 11:30 a.m. Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to close the closed session.  Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:32 a.m. Commissioner Hall made a motion to reopen the regular board meeting.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Garry Johanson then visited with the board additionally regarding 2020 issues and goals he has set for 

himself.   

At 11:40 a.m. Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting.   

 

 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 

Nathan Redland, Chairman of the Board    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


